HCC WORSHIP — Ideal Qualities & Best Practices
Song Leaders

Overview

Song leaders help guide our church in worship by confidently leading specific songs during
the set. Their role is to communicate the melody with clarity and passion, inviting the
congregation to sing along and encounter God’s presence. Song leaders lead with humility
and intentionality, while staying unified with the worship team and creating space for the
congregation to engage wholeheartedly.

Sound Quality

Tone Expectations: Song leaders should sing with a clear, confident tone that is easy for
the congregation to follow. Accuracy in pitch and rhythm is essential. Stylistic choices
should be purposeful, never distracting, with a focus on accessibility for congregational
singing.

Gear & Settings: The church provides microphones and monitoring. Maintain good mic
technique—consistent distance for clarity, with slight pullback during louder moments.
Communicate with the sound engineer if you need adjustments in your mix while
leading.

Volume & Dynamics: Lead with projection and strength to anchor the melody, while
maintaining balance with the band. Shape your vocal delivery to match the dynamics of
the song, using restraint in verses and power in choruses or big moments.

Playing Style

Musical Approach: Carry the melody with consistency and confidence, ensuring the
congregation always knows where to go. Use phrasing and timing that are steady and
reliable, and be intentional when speaking or inviting people into moments of worship.
Avoid excessive ad-libbing or personal stylization that could distract from congregational
singing.

Consistency: Deliver the melody consistently from rehearsal to service. Consistency builds
trust and helps the congregation feel secure in following.



Adaptability: Be ready to respond to the flow of worship, whether repeating a section,
extending a chorus, or pulling back to allow space. Always keep your eyes on the worship
leader for direction, ensuring the team leads together in unity.

Team Behaviors

Preparation: Song leaders should know their parts and lyrics well before rehearsal. Spend
time listening to the set list versions to understand the feel and phrasing of the song you're
leading. Mark transitions or key spots where you may speak or exhort the congregation so
you'’re confident in those moments. The confidence monitor is a safety feature, not a
script—use it only as a backup, not as the main source for reading lyrics.

Rehearsals: Pay close attention to arrangement notes and direction from the worship
leader. Practice how you'll lead the congregation into and through sections of the song. Keep
rehearsal focused and efficient, minimizing unnecessary singing or talking between songs.

Example Songs

These songs reflect the kind of leadership we aim for in our song leaders:

e Goodness of God — Bethel Music (clear, strong lead that anchors the room)

o King of Kings — Hillsong Worship (steady melodic leadership with strong
support vocals)

e I Thank God — Maverick City Music (confident lead with joyful energy)

e This Is Our God — Phil Wickham (passionate lead that remains congregationally
singable)

Phil Wickham and Brooke Ligertwood vocal leadership is a strong example—clear
melody, confident delivery, and an inviting presence that draws the congregation into
worship.



