
HCC WORSHIP — Ideal Qualities & Best Practices 

Piano	
Overview 
The	keyboardist	provides	both	harmonic	and	atmospheric	support,	shaping	the	sound	of	
the	band	through	chord	voicings,	pads,	lead	lines,	and	dynamics.	Keys	often	act	as	the	“glue”	
between	rhythm	and	melody,	filling	out	the	mix	and	giving	space	for	vocals	to	shine.	
Depending	on	the	song,	the	role	may	shift	between	driving	rhythmic	parts	(piano,	synth	
arps)	and	ambient	textures	(pads,	swells).	The	goal	is	to	serve	the	song	with	
intentionality—never	overpowering	but	always	enhancing	the	worship	environment.

	

Sound Quality 
Tone	Expectations:	Keyboard	tones	should	be	warm,	clear,	and	supportive.	Pads	should	sit	
underneath	vocals	and	instruments	without	becoming	muddy.	Piano	sounds	should	be	
bright	enough	to	cut	through	the	mix	but	not	harsh.	Avoid	extreme	low-end	notes	that	
conflict	with	bass	and	kick.	

Gear & Settings:  Use layered sounds tastefully (e.g., piano + pad). If using a pedal 
board or sound software, effects should remain subtle and purposeful (light reverb, delay, 
or shimmer if appropriate). Always coordinate with the sound engineer about your 
patches. 

Volume	&	Dynamics:	Play	dynamically	according	to	the	arrangement.	Use	softer	pads	or	
light	piano	during	verses	and	increase	intensity	during	choruses	or	big	moments.	Be	
attentive	to	the	worship	leader’s	cues.	Keys	should	never	dominate	the	mix	but	should	
provide	consistent	fullness.

	

Playing Style 
Musical	Approach:	Play	with	intentional	voicings	that	complement	the	acoustic	guitar	and	
other	harmonic	instruments.	Favor	open	chord	voicings	(avoiding	muddy	low	octaves)	and	
use	sustained	notes	to	add	space.	Pads	can	provide	atmosphere	during	quiet	moments,	
while	piano	rhythms	can	give	energy	during	big	sections.	

Consistency:	Play	parts	consistently	between	rehearsal	and	service	so	the	band	can	stay	
locked	together.	Stick	to	the	arrangement	worked	out	at	rehearsal.	

	



Adaptability:	Be	prepared	to	adjust	patches,	chord	inversions,	or	playing	style	to	fit	the	
moment.	Flexibility	is	key—sometimes	the	band	will	need	you	to	carry	the	dynamic,	other	
times	to	step	back	and	create	space.	

	
	

Team Behaviors 
Preparation:	Know	your	parts,	voicings,	and	dynamics	for	each	song	before	rehearsal.	Take	
time	beforehand	to	listen	to	the	set	list	versions	and	note	any	important	keyboard	parts	
(signature	lines,	swells,	or	hooks).	Use	resources	like	Worship	Online	and	Rehearsal	Mix	for	
help	with	this.	Be	familiar	with	how	to	navigate	the	church’s	keyboard	rig	(patch	changes,	
layers,	and	transitions)	so	that	rehearsal	time	can	focus	on	the	music,	not	setup.	

Rehearsals:	Pay	attention	to	song	structures,	transitions,	and	cues.	Avoid	noodling	or	
trying	out	sounds	between	songs—keep	stage	noise	clean.	Communicate	clearly	if	you	need	
adjustments	in	your	monitor	mix.	

	

Example Songs  

These songs reflect the style and sound we aim for in our team’s keyboard playing: 

• King of Kings – Hillsong Worship (pads + piano layering) 
• Gratitude – Brandon Lake (emotive piano voicings) 
• Holy Forever – Chris Tomlin (big atmospheric keys) 
• Firm Foundation (He Won’t) – Maverick City / Cody Carnes (dynamic piano-

driven worship) 

Hillsong Worship’s approach to keys is especially close to our preferred sound—
supportive, atmospheric, and intentional. 

	

	

	


