HCC WORSHIP — Ideal Qualities & Best Practices
Keys / Pads (Mainstage)

Overview

The keys player provides atmosphere, depth, and continuity by supporting the band with
pads, textures, and auxiliary sounds. Keys help create space, reinforce harmony, and smooth
transitions throughout the set. When played alongside piano, this role focuses on sustaining
the environment of worship rather than rhythmic or melodic leadership. The goal is to
enhance the emotional and spiritual flow of the service without drawing attention to the
part itself.

Sound Quality

Tone Expectations: Pads and textures should be warm, smooth, and supportive. Sounds
should sit underneath vocals and instruments, never drawing focus. Avoid harsh highs,
overly bright synths, or muddy low-end frequencies that conflict with bass or piano.

Gear & Settings: Keys are played using the church’s MainStage setup. Players should be
familiar with patch selection, layering, volume levels, and transitions between sounds.
Effects such as reverb or shimmer should be subtle and intentional. Sudden patch changes
or drastic tonal shifts should be avoided unless clearly arranged.

Volume & Dynamics: Pads should remain at a consistent, controlled level. Dynamics are
shaped slowly—building or releasing intensity over time rather than abruptly. Keys
should support the song’s dynamic arc while remaining balanced with piano, vocals, and
the rest of the band.

Playing Style

Musical Approach: Use sustained chords, open voicings, and slow movement to support
the harmonic structure of the song. Avoid rhythmic playing or busy motion that interferes
with piano or acoustic guitar parts. Pads should feel like a foundation—present, steady,
and unobtrusive.

Consistency: Maintain consistent sounds and playing patterns from rehearsal to service.
Predictability in pad tone and movement helps the band feel grounded and confident.



Adaptability: Be ready to simplify, drop out, or adjust voicings if the mix feels crowded.
Keys players should listen closely to piano and other harmonic instruments and adjust in
real time to create space.

Team Behaviors

Preparation: Keys players should be familiar with the MainStage rig and assigned
patches before rehearsal. Spend time listening to the set list and noting where pads should
enter, swell, or pull back. Know the song structures well so transitions and sustained
moments feel natural and intentional.

Rehearsals: Pay close attention to arrangements, dynamics, and cues. Avoid playing
between songs or testing sounds unnecessarily. Rehearsal is the time to confirm patch
choices and volume so services remain distraction-free.

Example Songs

These songs reflect the type of pad and texture support we aim for:

o King of Kings — Hillsong Worship (consistent atmospheric pads)

e Holy Forever — Chris Tomlin (smooth transitions and sustained support)

e Rest on Us — UPPERROOM (intentional, spacious textures)

e Gratitude — Brandon Lake (pads that enhance emotion without overpowering)

Hillsong Worship’s pad work is especially representative of our preferred approach—
subtle, consistent, and deeply supportive.



